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Furniture designer Ed Cruikshank hung up his sign in 
the Wakatipu five years ago and today his distinctive 
custom built furniture is sought after by buyers from 
all over the world. He talked to Jenny McLeod about 
the growth of Cruikshank Furniture and the company’s 
design direction.

Elegant and 
Understated 

Ed and his wife Tonya moved to 
Queenstown from the U.K. in 2003 
launching the business with a pencil and 
drawing board he brought with him from 
England.  “I moved studios twice before 
settling on Arrowtown as the best location 
for the new showroom. It has been a great 
move and the business has doubled in size 
every year since.”
“There is a powerful connectivity that 
being in Arrowtown gives you,” he says. 
“The range of people who come through 
the door and the links that people who live 
in the Wakatipu have all over the world is 
amazing. In fact we are probably better 
connected here than we would be in the 
centre of London.” 
His designs are elegant and understated, 
yet they possess a weight and character 
that demonstrate a deep understanding 
of design principles, and an empathy with 
the materials themselves. 
While his modest demeanour reflects 
his early background as a cabinetmaker, 
his CV is anything but unassuming, and 
lists hundreds of commissions including 
luxury homes, private lodges and super 
yachts.  His customers, during his time 
as head designer for Linley in London, 
have ranked among the rich and famous 
including The Queen Mother, Elton John 
and Jon Bon Jovi. It was, in fact, due to 
his work on a project in Auckland in 1996, 
designing the interior of a super yacht 
for a Linley client, that he was inspired to 
move to New Zealand.
Ed’s aim is to create pieces that will 
become increasingly meaningful in 
peoples’ lives and stand the test of time. 
“My team and I work extremely hard to 
ensure the pieces not only look beautiful 
but also function perfectly. We understand 
that commissioning a piece is a highly 

personal experience and often represents 
a sizeable investment,” he says. “We only 
work with the best people and materials 
and we are fastidious about the quality of 
every aspect of every project”. 
Cruikshank has recently been invited to 
design furniture to be exhibited worldwide 
as part of a major contemporary art show 
launching in Wellington in 2010. As the 
only furniture designer involved in the 
show he sees it as an incredibly exciting 
opportunity. “I hope it will take my pieces 
into a different realm as art objects, 
beyond the general perception of furniture 
being simply utilitarian.”   
The business is also moving into other 
areas of design. “We are being asked by 
customers to design entire homes as the 
backdrop for our furniture,” says Ed. “This 
is a new direction for us. We design the 
concept then collaborate with our chosen 
architects to see the project through. It is 
incredibly rewarding but we don’t intend 
to take our eye off our main focus which is 
still the furniture.”
Ed and his team, Director Lee Fletcher, 
designer Jonno Williams and retail expert 
Julie Anstiss are also focused on raising 
awareness of the company’s distinctive 
‘off the peg’ furniture collection as well as 
its custom pieces.
 “We were therefore delighted when 
renowned Auckland-based furniture 
company Cavit & Co. recently approached 
us to suggest a collaboration and to 
represent the Cruikshank brand. This is the 
first time that Cavit & Co. which features 
heavy-weight European and North 
American brand names, has showcased 
New Zealand designed furniture. It means 
that we will have a prominent presence in 
Auckland which has been one of our goals 
for some time.” ED CRUIKSHANK

Jack’s Point Golf Course and Restaurant open everyday from 8am until late.
To book a tee time or a table, phone us on (03) 450 2050. www.jackspoint.com

18 holes of breathtaking golf
    ...washed down with some of the best local wines
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